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Next issue will be last 


Sadly, I must announce that Re:Port 
will soon stop publishing. 

The next issue will be the last. 

Before I offer an explanation, let me 
take care of business. 

If you received a form inside your 
newsletter package, that means that you 
will have issues owed to you after publi- 
cation stops. 

If you did not receive a form, that 
means your subscription ends either with 
this issue or the next issue. 

The form shows thai Re:Port would 
like to offer you a choice of how to fulfil 
the remainder of your subscription. You 
may either redeem the issues we owe you 
for a check, or you may choose to take 
back issues. 

If you choose back issues, you can take 
one more than we owe (for example, if you 
would have received two more issues, you 
can get three back issues instead). 

Please return the form by the date 
indicated to the address shown. 

Basically, many factors influence my 
decision to stop publishing Re:Port. 

After the next issue, readership will be 
too low to justify continuing. Also, new 
subscriptions have basically stopped in 
the past year. 

In addition, Re:Port is no longer able to 
guarantee a steady supply of Portfolio 
products from Atari, because they are no 
longer restocking them. 

And I am personally unable to devote 


You can find a list 
of back issues in 


=a 
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4] the file BACK.TXT 
ON DISK on Re:Port Disk #16 


the time, energy, and money that the 
newsletter needs. 

I would welcome someone else step- 
ping up to the plate to carry on witha 
Portfolio-themed newsletter. From the 
letters and e-mail that I still receive, 
there are many peopie stiii interested 
in the Port in some fashion. 

[had planned to write a “History of 
Re:Port” article for this space, but I 
see that we already have too much for 
this issue, so Ill save it for the next, 
last issue. 

If you have any memories of 
Re:Port or final tips that you'd like to 
share with your fellow readers, now is 
your last chance to write in and get 
them published. I will try to get as 
many in as possible. 

To help cover the costs of closing 
the newsletter, I am considering creat- 
ing a “Complete Re:Port” set of all 17 
issues. Write if you are interested in 
getting a copy. 

I’m sorry that the newsletter is 
coming to an end, but I hope all of you 
will keep on using your Portfolios, 
and I thank you for all the support and 
kind words you’ve given Re:Port. 
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Re:Port 


From the Editor 


A fond farewell to PBASIC creator Gleason 


Next issue, we’ll bid farewell to 
all of our readers, but for now, we 
need to say a special goodbye to BJ 
Gleason, the creator of PBASIC. 

By the time you read this, Gleason 
will have left the United States to 
teach computer science in Asia. 
However, he is not able to take the 
Port along for the ride. 

Recently, he posted this message 
to CompuServe’s Handheld forum, 
home of the Atari Portfolio online: 

The turtle said to speak of many 
things... 

Well, there is big news in the 
works gang. I'm sorry I have not be 
active in the last few months, but 
things have been very hectic here. 
I've been trying to finish my disser- 
tation (don't ask), and getting ready 
to move. 

This is my last year at the Ameri- 
can Univerity in Washington DC... 
I have accepted a new teaching po- 
sition from the University of Mary- 
land University College, but there is 
acatch. I'll be teaching Computer 
Science course to Military person- 
nel on bases in Asia. I don't quite 
know where, since they move the 
teachers to new bases about every 
two months. They think right now 
that my first assignment will be in 
Okinawa, but they are making me 
get a visa for Korea as well. There 
is an orientation seesion in Yakoto 
AFB Japan. 


Buy tt 


SCH tt 
Trade tt 


or two. 


You can contact Re:Port in many 
different ways. 
U.S. Mail: 
Re:Port c/o Dave Stewart 
1504 Winterset Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30067 
Telephone: 


(404) 612-8939 (note that | am 

usually not available to take 

calls except on weekday 

evenings after 8 p.m. Eastern). 
Email: 

CompuServe: 73770,2021 

Internet: davestew@netcom.com 


So what does this mean? Well... 
I'm moving from DC back to my 
familys place in NJ sometime in 
June. I get shipped out of NJ on 
August Sth. According to my con- 
tract and rather complex tax laws, I 
have to stay outside of the US for 11 
months a year, so Iwon't be back for 
a while. 

Ron Luks, our beloved Wizop, 
told me I could keep this account 
75300,2517 until I leave, but after 
that, I'll be moving back to 
73337,2011, which I will keep, but 
can not promise how often I can 
check into it. I will have an internet 
address, but I don't know it yet. But 
my current internet address 
bjgleas@american.edu will still be 
active (I have high friends in low 
places) and the mail will be for- 
warded. And I should be able to 


Re:Port's Classified ad section is a great place to 
contact other Portfolio users when you want to buy 
aused part, sell an old system, or trade a ROM card 


telent into CIS to check myaccount... 

Over the next few months, I'll be 
uploading the source code to some 
of the favorite portfolio programs 
for those who are interested. 

I will not be taking my Portfolio 
with me. Since Iwill be living out of 
two suitcases for the next few years, 
Ihave to consoldate. I am getting a 
new Multimedia laptop with builtin 
CD, andan HP 100lx. However, the 
Portfolio will live on the HP, since I 
love the internal APP for the port, I 
use it on the HP. 

In many ways I am looking for- 
ward to this trip, but it does mean 
that I will have to leave a lot of my 
friends behind. However, becase of 
the net, and compuserve, I will be 
able to take many of them with me... 

This has beenan amazing amount 
of fun gang. 

p.s. Ifyou've had halfas much fun 
in this forum as I've had, I've had 
twice as much fun as you.... 

This certainly is a great loss to the 
Portfolio community. Gleason was 
the creator of PBASIC, perhaps the 
most important program ever written 
for the Portfolio. I certainly appreci- 
ated the columns he wrote for Re:Port 
on the subject. 

If you are a programmer, I would 
suggest looking for Gleason’s gener- 
ous source code uploads. 

Thank you, BJ, for your great 
contributions, and good luck! 


Affordable Rates 
25 words or less 
26 to 50 words 
51 to 100 words 
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Utility 


Find them fast, in all your Address Books 


If you’re like me, you have many 
.ADR files on your Portfolio. 

You may have thought that you 
would keep them organized, and 
you may have even used a program 
like FILTER from Volume 3, Issue 
3 to help you. 

Still, you have some entries that 
have been lost for months. And still 
others you know are around, but 
you’re just not sure which file they 
are in. 

This issue’s utility, ADR, can 
help you. 

Touse it, just copy ADR.EXE to 
your Portfolio. 

When you need to look someone 
up, just type in ADR and part of 
their name, and the Port will do the 
rest. 


ADR is in the (ADR 
subdirectory on 

J Re:Port Disk #16 
ON DISK 


ES 
*. 


For example, typing: 

ADR stewart 

will make the Port go searching 
through all of your .ADR files on 
the current disk. 

If it finds an entry with “stewart” 
in the title (note that capitalization 
does not matter with this utility), the 
program will stop and tell you the 
name of the file that the entry was 
found in, and it also will show you 
the title line of the entry. 

At this point, you can press ESC 
to stop the program, or you can hit 


any other key to continue searching 
through other .ADR files. 

Because the program displays the 
title line of the entry and because the 
title line is typically where you would 
enter a phone number in an .ADR 
file, this program makes looking up 
phone numbers a breeze. 

If you spend most of your time 
using the Address Book program to 
look up phone numbers, you may 
never have to use Address Book 
again! 

Just type the ADR and the name 
of the person whose phone number 
you need. The Portfolio will go 
searching through your .ADR files, 
find the person, and display his or 
her name along with the phone num- 
ber. 


Use your Port to solve cryptographic puzzles 


Es 
©. 
2] 


CRYPTO is a game that chal- 
lenges you to decode scrambled 
phrases. 

To play, you will need to copy 
CRYPTO.EXE and QUOTES.TXT 
to your Portfolio’s A: drive. Then, 
type CRYPTO <enter> to play. 

You are faced with your first 
quote. To quit the game, press ESC. 
To end a quote at any time and move 
on to the next one, press ENTER. 
The game will end if there are no 
more quotes in the QUOTES.TXT 
file. 


CRYPTO is in the 
\CRYPTO subdirec- 
tory on Re:Port 

ON DISK Disk #16 


To solve the puzzle, you move 
your cursor over the letter that you 
wish to guess and press the letter that 
you think it should be. The Port will 
handle finding all of the other 
occurences of your guess and filling 
in those. 

To change you guess, simply type 


a different letter, or type SPACE if 
you don’t have a guess. 

If you are really stuck, press the 
question mark key, and the Port will 
reveal the letter that goes with the 
current crypto letter. 

To add your own quotes, just pull 
up the QUOTES.TXT file in the 
Port’s editor. 

Each quote must be a single line 
and must be fewer than 150 charac- 
ters long. 

You can have up to 50 quotes in 
your QUOTES.TXT file. 
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Re:Port 


Travels 


Reader has a handheld office on the road 


By George Parsons 

I have been using an Atari Portfo- 
lio for more than three years. My job 
as a senior R&D manager for several 
Boston area biotech companies over 
the past few years has had me on the 
road about 25% of the time. Most of 
the travel has been in the US, but I 
have found the Portfolio useful in 
Europe and Japan as well. The 
Portfolio is my office on the road. 

My Portfolio is currently equipped 
with a 524K Optrol FlashRAM card. 
I have used 64K and 128K RAM 
cards and still carry the 128K cardas 
a backup. To communicate with the 
outside world while on the road, I 
carry a Serial Interface and a Practi- 
cal Pheripherals Pocket modem. A 
25 pin to 9 pin RS-232 adaptor to 
connect the modem to the Serial 
Adaptor and a 9 foot telephone cable 
completes the package. 

Spare batteries are a must. Noth- 
ing is more annoying at 35,000 feet 
than that “Low Battery” warning 
and as helpful as the airlines are I 
have yet to hear “coffee, teaor AAs”. 
I carry four Duracel AA’s in the 
battery test package. The liquid 
crystal test strip in the package is 
useful for determining which battery 
has died. Usually, only one of the 
three is really low. 

The software that I keep loaded is 
organized into directories as follows. 

ACOM 

This contains ACOM11.EXE 
which I useas my terminal emulation 
program. Like many of the pro- 
grams I use, I got it on the Palmtop 
SIG on CompuServe (CIS). I had 
used XTERM2.COM for quite some 


time with the same hardware, but 
something happened and I could not 
uploadto CompuServe. ACOMalso 
contains PHONES.ADR. This has 
the local phone numbers for 
CompuServe nodes in the cities to 
which I travel on business. In a 
pinch, I can call the node here in 
Boston long distance, but that is 
expensive. 

TRIP 

This is the directory where I keep 
the text files written on a given trip. 
These include letters, faxes, trip re- 
ports and memos. Ifa memo or letter 
is urgent enough so that it cannot 
wait until I get back to Boston, I 
upload it to my Personal file area on 
CompuServe. I notify my adminis- 
trative assistant in Boston that the 
files are there and she can download 
them and get them distributed. With 
less urgent materials, I transfer them 
to my desktop PC either with a PC 
Card Drive or via the Parallel Adap- 
tor and the File Transfer program 
from Atari. There are two perma- 
nent files in this directory, 
PARSE.COM and PVIEW.COM. 
These are both from the CIS Palm- 
top SIG. PARSE.COM counts 
words, sentences and file size. It 
even computes the grade level of the 
author. It is very sobering to be told 
that you write at a 10th grade level. 
PVIEW.COM shows what the file 
will look like when printed. On the 
screen, each letter is displayed as a 
pixel. This is quite handy for seeing 
how many pages there in a docu- 
ment. Since the software on my 
desktop has evolved over the years, I 
have imported TEXT files into Lo- 


tus Symphony, WordPerfect and 
currently Word. The largest TEXT 
file I have done on the Portfolio was 
about 25,000 bytes. Usually, I try to 
keep TEXT files to no more than 
about 8000 bytes to keep the speed of 
loading and saving reasonable. As 
long as the desktop software can 
generate a reasonable ASCII text 
file, partially completed work on the 
PC can be transfered to the Portfolio 
for completion. I find airplanes great 
places to work. No meetings, no 
phones, few interruptions and little 
else to do. 

WKS 

This is where I keep spreadsheets. 
One is CALC. WKS and is a perma- 
nent scratch pad. Over the years, I 
have done budgets, scientific models 
and scientific data reduction. I also 
have a WKS file that calculated the 
horsepower needed to keep a bicycle 
going at a given total weight, speed, 
wind speed and grade. The only 
other permanent file is another Palm- 
top SIG find called STAT.EXE. It 
allows calculation of certain statisti- 
cal parameters such as averages, 
standard deviations and coefficient 
of variation. It also can calculate the 
parameters of a straight line such as 
slope, intercept and correlation coef- 
ficient. The instructions are in Ger- 
man, but language of mathematics is 
pretty universal. It even plots the 
points and the line. The WKS files 
are compatible with Lotus Sym- 
phony, Lotus 1-2-3 and currently 
with Excel. 

TONE 

This directory has one small pro- 
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Winner of past contest gets a PC Card Drive 


Rick’Sumner Of Illinois is the winner ofthe PC Card <0 ea i. 


Drive that we were giving away in the last issue. 
This issue, we will give away a copy of the great 3D 


Atari Lynx game Blockout. 
Send your entry to: 
Re:Port c/o Dave Stewart 
1504 Winterset Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30067 


Name: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Baer 
| 
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Re:Port Feedback 


Favorite application (pick two): 


Worksheet Address Book 
Calculator 


ward to using the Port more exten- 
sively in hobbies when I retire. 

The Port has some drawbacks. I 
don’t like the firm touch of the keys. 
This causes me to skip characters 
often while typing. I would prefer an 
80 by 25 screen with smaller type as 
an alternate selection to the existing 
screen. The memory shortage makes 
menot waste space, but morememory 
would be nice. I would like a more 
comprehensive graphing possibility 
for the spreadsheet. 

The diary would be better if the 
alarms worked without locking up 
the Port. The calculator is not very 
convenient to me. Again, the key 
touch creates too many errors for 
quick calculations. I would rather 
make a spreadsheet to do calcula- 
tions if a regular calculator isn’t 
available. Even with the few short- 
coming, the Port is a tool I carry 
almost every place I go. In it’s 
simplest form, the Portfolio is an 
extremely powerful tool and remains 
No. | to me. * 

Robert Garbe, 

Canal Winchester, OH 


Dear Re:Port, 


In your latest issue, you defend 
the Port as coming “as close as any” 
to being “the perfect palmtop.” I feel 
confirmed in having found it at least 
the best value for money so far. In 
my fifth year of using it I am ready 
for something worth the hassle of 
replacement, but nothing irresistible 
has come to my ken yet. 

I could have been tempted if I 
needed a replacement when they were 
selling the Imb Sharp PC3000 over 
here at US$225. I was glad I resisted 
when I read ofits bugs, including the 
report that its file-loading function 
seemed to be even slower than that of 
the Port. 

That brings me to your discussion 
of the improvements that the Port 
most needs. Most of your points 
make sense, though I think the im- 
bedded numeric keypad would need 
to be made a lot more conspicuous 
before I could call it “brilliant.” But 
you haven’t mentioned the first thing 
I would like to see improved—pre- 
cisely that file loading speed. On the 


Port it takes a second a K to load a 
file, though why this should be so 
with RAM and RAMcards I can’t 
fathom. This, for me, rules out using 
files of 10K or more on the Port, 
though I could wish to have much 
longer ones for quick reference. This 
also makes it pointless to add mass 
storage in either RAM or RAMcards. 

About rechargeable batteries: In 
my own 18 months of experience 
with them, 90% of the bugs I used to 
experience with conventional batter- 
ies have disappeared. My 
rechargeables are called Uniross— 
the only brand in the shop. I simply 
change them every half-month, and 
have lost RAM contents only twice 
in the last 30 cycles (15 months). 
Even in that regard they have im- 
proved on the record with 
conventionals. A minor new bug I 
notices—finding the unit on when 
opened, not because of an alarm. 
Turns out to have happened only 
when I carried it in a trouser pocket 
when walking. 

Parig Digan, 

United Kingdom 


Page6 


Re:Port 


gram TONE.COM. This is also 
from the Palmtop SIG and is very 
useful for using American voice mail 
systems from Europe. In some coun- 
tries such as Switzerland, the tones 
generated by a Swiss telephone are 
different from US tones and produce 
absolutely no responses. 

TONE.COM allows one to use 
the built in speaker on the Portfolio 
to emulate the US tones. 

UTIL 

As the abbreviated name would 
suggest, this is where all the other 
essentials are stored. 
UPDATE.COM is available on the 
Palmtop SIG and is also on the Tu- 
torial Card that Atari ships with new 
systems. It apparently fixes some 
known bugs. I run it everytime I 
reboot the Portfolio, but more on that 
later. I also keep copies of my 
AUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS files in UTIL. Be- 
cause I use both Flash RAM cards 
and conventional RAM cards, the 
AUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS files need to be 
slightly different for each of these 
applications. The appropriate files 
are each stored on their own cards. 

I keep two .ADR files in UTIL. 
One is for a list of personal phone 
numbers and the other is for my 
business contacts. ADR files are 
great for storing such information, 
but if I am at a pay phone in an 
airport, I do not want to get out the 
Portfolio, start it up, change to the 
appropriate file and find the number. 
It’s OK inahotel room, but not when 
you are ina hurry. My alternative is 
to edit the lists on a word processor 
to remove the spaces between entries 
and to print out the lists in an 8 point 
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font. The lists can then be trimmed 
and folded to fit into a paper pocket 
calender. This saves me from having 
to write all those numbers into my 
calender on January Ist. Actually, I 
write new numbers onto the lists and 
update them in the Portfolio about 3 
times per year. 

The last two files in UTIL are 
FM.COMandFFN.TXT. FM.COM 
is Atari’s excellent file manager pro- 
gram available on the Tutorial RAM 
Card or on CompuServe. The space 
it takes up on the card and in RAM is 
well worth the conveniences that it 
brings. Only with a built-in mouse 
or trackball could you get closer to 
Windows onthe Portfolio. FFN. TXT 
is a list of my Frequent Flyer num- 
bers. The travel agent is supposed to 
give them to the airline when they 
book a flight, but that does not alway 
happen. This is a very easy way to 
always have them with you. 

GAMES 

Man does not live to work and 
rational man works to live. Once all 
the stuff that can be done to justify 
your existance to the powers that be 
(and your own conscience), then it is 
time to play. My all time favorite 
game on the Portfolio is 
HEADACHE.EXE which I got from 
Re:Port. It is an absolutely addictive 
solitare card game that I highly rec- 
ommend. I win about | in 5 games 
now, but many AA’s have given 
their all for me to say that. 
CASINO.COM is available on 
CompuServe and is an excellent 
Blackjack (21) game. 
TETRAD.EXE is another CIS game 
and is the Portfolio version of 
TETRIS. One must hold the Portfo- 
lio on its side to play this, but it is 


quite good. CH.COM is claimed by 
its author Hugh Sinput to be a very 
simple (almost suicidal) Portfolio 
chess game that I also found on CIS. 
I am glad I only play chess with 
Hugh’s game, because I have found 
it quite challenging. 

Because I frequently switch be- 
tween Flash Cards and RAM cards, 
I have written two simple BAT files 
to configure the Portfolio appropri- 
ately when I boot up with one or the 
other. These are quite simplely 
FCARD.BAT or RCARD.BAT. I 
keep them in the root directory of 
either A: in the case of the RAM card 
or D: in the case of the Flash card. 
After boot up, I run the appropriate 
BAT file by changing to that direc- 
tory and typing either RCARD or 
FCARD. The batch file than copies 
the appropriate AUTOEXEC.BAT 
and CONFIG.SYS from the UTIL 
directory to the C: drive. After a 
CTL-DEL-ALT soft reboot, the Port- 
folio access first the CONFIG.SYS 
file for the appropriate FILES and 
BUFFER statements. In the case of 
the Flash Drive cards, it also loads 
the appropriate devices and drivers. 
Examples of the CONFIG.SYS file 
use for the 128K card and the 524K 
Flash RAM card appear below. The 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file is accessed 
next and also appear below for both 
the 128K card and the Flash RAM 
card. @ECHO OFF turns off the 
screen display as the .BAT file is 
executed. PROMPT $PSG gives an 
extended prompt including the cur- 
rent directory in DOS mode. CLS 
clears the screen. The PATH state- 
ment gives the various directories 
where the system can look for pro- 
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Review 


Port travels time zones with World Clock 
02102 50". 


London: 
Ensland 


Before leaving us for his own 
travels (see Page 2), Portfolio pro- 
grammer BJ Gleason was able to 
release a utility that makes travel 
easier for the rest of us. 

World Clock is a program that 
you can download from 
CompuServe. Originally, the pro- 
gram was scheduled to be an Atari 
ROM card, but when that idea did 
not come about, Gleason was able to 
convince Atari to allow him to 
distibute it free online. 


grams and files. The set owner com- 
mand identifies the system as mine. 
Echo %owner% flashes my name on 
the screen during booting. Italso lets 
meknow that the AUTOEXEC.BAT 
file is working and is intended to 
make any unauthorized user of the 
Portfolio feel guilty (hopefully). 
UPDATE.COM runs the bug fix 
program and illustrates the utilty of 
the path statement. FM.COM loads 
the file management program. D: 
changes the default drive and CD\ 
makes the root directory of D: the 
default directory. The 
AUTOEXEC BAT file for the RAM 
card is similar and differs only in that 
the A: drive is used where the D: 
drive is used in the FLASH RAM 
card. 

That pretty well summarizes how 
I organize and use my office in the 
sky. I have already worn out one 
Portfolio and hope when this one 
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Atlanta: 


The World Clock turns your Port- 
folio into a classy timepiece. It can 
display the time in two different cit- 
ies, which is great if you’re on the 
road, in a plane, or talking long- 
distance to a client. 


goes to its final reward that replace- 
ments are still available - either an- 
other Portfolio or the next generation 
that improves on the best palmtop 
ever invented. 

CONFIG.SYS FILES 

128K CARD 

FILES=4 

BUFFERS=10 

524K FLASH RAM CARD 

BUFFERS=2 

FILES=20 

DEVICE=A:\FMAP05.DRV 

DEVICE=A:\ramdrv.sys 

AUTOEXEC.BAT FILES 

128K CARD 

@echo off 

prompt $p$g 

cls 

path=c:\;c:\system;a:\util 

update.com 

a: 

fm.com 

cd \ 


It also includes background maps 
of the US and the world, and many 
different options for the display. 

If you travel or do international 
business, you should go online right 
now and grab a copy of World Clock. 


524K FLASH RAM CARD 


@echo off 

prompt $p$g 

cls 

path=c:\;c:\system;d:\util 
update.com 

d: 

fm.com 

cd \ 

BOOT FILES 

128K CARD 
RCARD.BAT 

a: 

CD \UTIL 

COPY CONFIG:SYS C: 
COPY AUTOEXEC.BAT C: 
AUTOEXEC 

524K FLASH RAM CARD 
FCARD.BAT 

D: 

CD \UTIL 

COPY CONFIG.SYS C: 
COPY AUTOEXEC.BAT C: 
AUTOEXEC 
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Dear Re:Port, 


I have a problem that I need your 
help with. 

Under the address file I created a 
list of customers which I see to. The 
file has now become too big to ac- 
cess. I believe there was only about 
70 names in the file! 

My problem is that I cannot get 
back into the file! Every time I try, it 
comes up “device read error” and 
then pushes me off to an unnamed 
address file. 

I need to get back into this file 
since it contains a lot of information 
which I need. Someone suggested 
transferring the files over onto my 
PC. Ihave done this in the past but 
do not know how to make my PC 
read what is on my Atari files. 

For what it is worth, I had my 
Portfolio fixes bya company in Hurst, 
Texas called Megabyte Computer 
(1-817-589-2950). They were able 
to fix it and return it in about a week. 
Works great. 


Rick Sumner, 
Peoria, IL 


Editor’s Reply: There could be 
many possible causes of a “device 
read error.” It could be that the file 
is physically corrupted, that the file 
is too large for the memory of the 
Address Book program, or the file is 
too large for the current memory 
available in the Port itself. 

Do a directory on the file. Is it 
larger than 50,000 bytes? If so, it 
may not be able to fit in the Address 
Book program, or the Port’s own 
memory. 

The way to find out how much can 


fit into the Address Book is to run the 
program with a blank file. Then, hit 
Fl. You'll see the menu with the 
word “Book” at the top, followed by 
a number. That is the number of 
bytes that the program can hold as a 
maximum. On a clean Port, that 
number may be slightly more than 
50,000 bytes. 

If you number is less than that, 
you may want to consider running 
FDISK on your C: drive, with a size 
of 8K (remember to back up your 
files first!) 

If your Address Book file is within 
10 percent of the size that is reported 
as available, then that is the cause of 
your problem. Try transferring the 
file to your PC and editing it with a 
DOS word processor such.as the 
EDIT utility. Create two .ADR files 
from the one and put them back on 
your Port and try again. 

If your file isn’t too big, it may be 
a physical problem with the file. In 
this case, you can use a special pro- 
gram such as the Norton Utilities or 
Re:Port’s CREAD to create an “im- 
age” of your card and read the con- 
tents of it around the bad patch. 
You’ll need a PC Card Drive to do 
this, but since you’re this issue’s 
contest winner, you’re well on your 
way! 


Dear Re:Port, 


I have had three Portfolios since 
they first came out. I paid $695 for 
the first one direct from Atari. This 
was the wisest purchase in my life. I 
learned more about how a PC can be 
used as a tool at work, home, and in 
hobbies with the Portfolio then any 
other way. I use the Card Drive to 


Re:Port 


move data back and forth with PCs. 

The Spreadsheet program is my 
favorite. The Port is so handy it 
permits creativity at any time of the 
day or place (including backpack- 
ing). On my job I am committed to 
using the spreadsheet program for 
every application that requires use of 
acalculator. After creating the sheet 
on the Port, I transfer the program to 
a PC, touch it up in Lotus 123, and 
make it available on the PC to others. 

The results from the sheet are 
quick what-if calculations for seven 
supervisors controlling the movement 
of 200 employees. The improved 
efficiency in our industry amounts to 
several thousand dollars saved per 
week in labor costs by not wasting 
overtime. Another sheet produces a 
detailed budget variance indicating 
where we stand each week. 

The address program at work is 
valuable as a database for 350 busi- 
ness records requiring frequent up- 
dates and accessing. I would never 
be able to keep this information or- 
ganized and easily searched without 
the Port. 

At home we use the spreadsheet to 
calculate what-if scenarios in our 
budget. These calculations can re- 
ally stabilize a marriage as well as a 
budget. The address software keeps 
my address book up to date at all 
times. 

Business and hobbies put the Port 
to use writing letters on the editor 
program. The address software is 
useful as a database for logging DX 
radio reception. I also use the Ad- 
dress for maintaining a database for 
books read with notes to help me find 
reference materials. I’m looking for- 

Continued on Page 5 


